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At the outset of
November, we
celebrate one of
the most
important  holy
days in the church year — arguably, the
most important to our parish, because
it's the holy day that names us: All
Saints Day.

What is All Saints Day? In some
circles, All Saints Day gives the church
a way of talking about the
communion between the living and
the dead. It's a way of celebrating that,
when we're in Christ, we can be
united with those believers that have
gone before us in the faith.

In other circles, this holy day is like
the Oscar ceremonies, where we hand
out prizes to those who have been
outstanding examples in the faith, and
recall stories of those who have been
tortured and martyred and, in myriad
other ways, have qualified themselves
for a stained glass window.

Still other circles have reacted
against this celebration, arguing that
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In Grateful Thanksgiving

November is a time of remembrance
and thanksgiving. Remembrance for the
dearly departed saints who have gone
before us and thanksgiving for the time we
had with them. Thanksgiving, also, for the
spiritual gifts we have been given and for
how others use their spiritual gifts for the
betterment of our parish and each other’s
lives. In that vein, this month, the family
ministry is going to take time to reflect
with the congregation on this summer’s
past mission trips to Pittsburgh and the
Dominican Republic in a Rector’s Forum
devoted to missions work on November
20t™. Gne such reflection is that of Diego

Diaz-Cooper, a parishioner and student
who was part of the Middle School
Pittsburgh Project:

My name is Diego Diaz-Cooper, | am 14
years old and | attend All Saints Church.
This previous summer was my second trip
for the Pittsburgh Project and it was even
the better than the first trip. With the
Pittsburgh project, our main objective was
to help others that didn’t have the means
to repair their homes. We showed them
kindness, caring, and the power of the Lord
working through us, as special, responsible
young men and women. The Pittsburgh
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mission trip allowed me to
develop strong friendships with
my fellow students and the
people we served. It also allowed
me to connect even more with
our Lord and his Son, Jesus
Christ. At the Pittsburgh Project,
it was more than just helping
others, it also helped us develop
stronger relationships by having programs
throughout the day that allowed all the
church groups there to share their beliefs
and experiences of the Lord in their lives.

The first program was Morning Prayer
after breakfast. It allowed us to have
minutes of silence that let us father our
thoughts about the previous day, how the
Lord was tied to our previous experiences,
and how we could watch for the Lord to
guide us in that day’s experiences. The
second program happened after a long,
hard, and busy day of work and was called
Evening Worship. During Worship, the staff
of the Pittsburg Project would give out all
their energy and emotion to perform
religious songs with us. After singing them
for a couple of days, they became second
nature to me and | couldn’t help singing
along to them with the other church
groups. It was a time to release joy
and just have fun together as a
family.

After singing, we would settle
down and listen to a guest
speaker that lived in the
neighborhood nearby that would
tell us about his experiences of
the Lord in his own life. He
would also read to us from the
Bible so we could strengthen
our relationship with the Lord.
Some of the speakers’ stories
were funny and had everyone
cracking up, but most of them
taught lessons to us that | will never forget.
The stories he read from the Bible were
very interesting and struck a chord in my
heart that will benefit me through my life.

The last proaram was Niﬁhtly Praier, where
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