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OPENING LITURGY 

 
Prelude                                                                      Aria on “Winchester New” – Bruce Neswick 
                                                                                                                 (Copyright © 2000 Bruce Neswick. Used by permission.) 

“Winchester New” is the tune-name for the Processional Hymn 
                                                                                      
Processional Hymn                                           Hymnal 76 – On Jordan’s bank 
 
Opening Sentence 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:          And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. 

 
Collect for Purity 

 

Celebrant: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 
 

Kyrie eleison                    Hymnal S-96 
(Music: Franz Schubert, arr. Richard Proulx. Arrangement Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Collect of the Day 
 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:          And also with you. 

 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach 
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE READING OF SCRIPTURE 

The First Lesson                                                             The congregation may be seated. 
Malachi 3:1-4 
 
Reader:          A reading from the Book Malachi. 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
delight-- indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his 
coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 
until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and 
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Reader:             The Word of the Lord. 
All:                    Thanks be to God. 
 
 



 
Sequence Hymn                                 Hymnal 444 – Blessed be the God of Israel 
This hymn is a paraphrase of Canticle 16 – The Song of Zechariah – appointed for this Sunday. 
 

At this time, children (ages 4 – 2nd grade) are dismissed for “Saints Too”- an optional half-hour children’s time; 
they will return in time for Communion with their families. 

 
The Gospel 
Luke 3:1-6 
 

Gospeller:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People:          Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 
region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 
priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 
in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 
"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 
'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
 
Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways made smooth; 
 
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
 
Gospeller:    The Gospel of the Lord. 
People:         Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



Lighting of the Advent Wreath - Peace 
(As the Advent candle is lighted, the leader will explain its significance.) 
 

Reader: God kept his promise of a Savior who would be born in Bethlehem, 
the Prince of Peace. Help us to be ready to welcome YOU, O GOD! 
As it is written in the Psalms: “The LORD gives strength to his 
people; the LORD blesses his people with peace.” May the peace of 
Christ rule in our hearts, since as members of one body we are 
called to peace. 

Reader: Lord, you are the light of our world. 
People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Reader: O God of grace and promise, we await the fulfillment of your 

wondrous plan. Our King and Savior now draws near:  
Come let us adore him. 

People: O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Reader: May the light of your love always shine in our hearts. 
All: Amen. 

 
 
Sermon: The Rev. Jamie Pahl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
     he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
     he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
     and was made man. 
    
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
     he suffered death and was buried. 
     On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
     and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of the People (Form III) 
 

Reader: Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 
People: That we all may be one. 

 

Reader: 
 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve 
you; 

People: That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

Reader: 
 

Bless, O Lord, our Local Outreach partners, especially the ministry 
you have given us at Knollwood. We pray for all who participate, 
that their lives will be changed. 

People: That they may be empowered to love the rejected and the 
outcasts as Jesus did. 

 

Reader: 
 

 

For all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially the Presiding Bishop; 
our Bishop; and All Saints’ clergy, ministry leaders, and staff. 

People: That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Reader: We continue to pray for peace in the Middle East, in Ukraine, in the 
Congo, and in all places of conflict throughout the world.  May 
violent hearts be transformed so that Your Spirit of peace, hope, 
justice, and compassion would govern all people. We pray for all 
who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 

People: That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Reader: We continue to pray for our Annual Giving Campaign, that all 
parishioners will respond in faith and generosity to the blessings 
that you have given us.  Give us grace to do your will in all that we 
undertake; 

People: That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Reader: 
 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble.  
We also pray for those whose names are on our hearts and minds, 
those who have been made known to us and are named in love and 
hope in our Parish Prayer List, and those who are known only to you; 

People: That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 



Reader: Give to the departed eternal rest, especially David Bradley,  
Marcia Railton, and Howard Lawler. 

People: Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Reader: We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
People: May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

Reader: Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 (The people may add their own petitions.) 

 

Concluding Collect 
 

Celebrant: Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: 
Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do 
your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Confession  

 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
(Silence may be kept.) 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have 
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly 
repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

          (Please stand) 

The Peace 
 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:          And also with you. 

All exchange a sign of peace.  

 



Announcements 

 

  Offerings may be made by placing cash or check in offering plate,  
  or you may give online at: allsaintschurch.net/give. 
 

Offertory Anthem                                  Arise, the Kingdom is at hand – Christopher Tye 
(Sung by the All Saints Choir)             

Presentation Hymn                         Hymnal 56, v. 1 
(Please stand. All may join in singing.) 
                                                                

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lowly exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                    Eucharistic Prayer B 

Our service continues on page 367 in the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), the red book in the pews. 
 

Sanctus et Benedictus                                                                                  Hymnal S-130 
(All may join in singing. Please sit or kneel as able)                - Franz Schubert, arr. Richard Proulx 
                                      (Arrangement Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.) 

The Celebrant continues on BCP p. 368 until: 

The Lord’s Prayer (Turn to page BCP p. 364) 
 

Fraction Anthem       Agnus Dei – Hymnal S-164 
(All may join in singing)     
                     

                                (Music: Franz Schubert, arr. Richard Proulx. Arrangement © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer of Humble Access 
 

All: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 
mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is 
always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 
the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance 
that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith,  
with thanksgiving. 
 

All Saints Church welcomes all baptized Christians to receive the Body and Blood of Christ. If you do not 
wish to receive Communion at this time, please cross your arms on your chest to receive a blessing. If you 
have limited mobility, please contact an usher to receive Communion in your seat. 

 
Communion Anthem                     In a world where people walk in darkness  
(Sung by All Saints Choir.)                                                                                                 – John Harper 
                   (Words: Copyright © The Very Rev. Robert Willis. Music: Copyright © 2002 The Royal School of Church Music.) 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (BCP p. 365) 

Celebrant: Let us pray.  
 

People: Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have 
fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of 
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Blessing  
 

 



 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              Please stand. 

Recessional Hymn                                  Hymnal 65 – Prepare the way, O Zion  
(All may join in singing.) 
 

The Dismissal 

Celebrant:     Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  
People:          Thanks be to God.                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from  
ONE LICENSE, License # M-400881. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Calendar of Selected Events 
 

This Week at a Glance (December 9 - 14) 
Thrift Shop open Wednesday – Friday, 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
 
Monday 
  7:00 a.m.  Men’s Bible Study (Library) 
12:00 p.m.  GriefShare (Library & Zoom) 
  6:30 p.m.  Anticipating Christmas Study (Knollwood Center) 
 
Tuesday 
   7:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer (Zoom) 
10:30 a.m.  Women of All Saints Christmas Concert & Luncheon 
 
Wednesday 
10:30 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study (Library & Zoom) 
12:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist Rite I (Nave & Livestream) 
  6:00 p.m.  Student Ministry Christmas Party (Wieder Home) 
 
Thursday 
  7:30 a.m.  Morning Prayer (Zoom) 
  9:30 a.m.  Chevy Chase Women’s Bible Study (Library & Zoom) 
10:00 a.m.  All Saints Preschool Open House 
  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice (Choir Room/Nave) 
 
Friday (Church office/reception closed) 
   
Saturday - Virtual Prayer Vigil (9 a.m. – 9 a.m. on Sunday) 
 
 
Coming Up –Events during Advent 
 

• Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols, December 15, 4 p.m. new time! 
• Christmas Dinner at the Rockville Women’s Shelter, December 15 
• GriefShare - Surviving the Holidays (Zoom), December 16 
• Cookies & Carols at Knollwood Center, December 18 
• Thrift Shop Christmas Boutique, Sunday opening also on Dec. 22 
• Holy Eucharist & Children’s Christmas Pageant, December 22, 10 a.m. 
• Calendar of Christmas services on church website! 

 
Calendar at www.allsaintschurch.net.  Announcements and Zoom links sent Fridays via 
parish email. 
 
 
 

http://www.allsaintschurch.net/


 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Shining the Light of Christ!  
2025 Annual Giving Campaign 

 
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 

and give glory to your Father in heaven.  
Mathew 5:16 

Pledge Online Here: 
 
   

     It’s not too late to pledge! 
        Our goal is 100% participation. 

       182 pledges so far - $1,243,860 pledged. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rev. Dr. James L. Pahl, Jr, Rector 
The Rev. Dr. William Joseph Buracker II, Vicar 

Gary Wieder, Family Pastor 
Jeremy Adams, Seminarian 


