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I Love our church
— and that might
be a problem.
I love our
church. Now
there's something
a congregation
wants to hear
from its pastor and maybe you find it
very reassuring that | do. If a pastor
loves his church, he will likely be
devoted, loyal, sacrificial, holy,
industrious, and able to perform well.
But a professed love for All Saints
Church can be a faulty standard to
someone seeking all those virtues in
its Rector. It could be something akin
to a political candidate proclaiming
love for America when those
affections are merely held for some
self-satisfying agenda. Genuine love
for the people, and a zeal for the
constitutional purity and goodness
originally envisioned for them, could
be completely absent. The same
holds true for ministers with
misapplied good intentions.

People often say things like: “I love
this church”; “All Saints is the best
thing that has ever happened to me”;
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Those Who Serve

In 2007 the U.S. Senate passed a
resolution to make September 25t
National First Responder Appreciation Day,
and on Sunday, October 2, All Saints
Church held our own First Responders’
Sunday to celebrate and honor the first
responders in our community. First
responders are mostly invisible to the
public. We know of their heroics as they
respond to disasters — the various tragedies
on 9/11, hurricanes, the Beltway sniper
attacks, 2009 Metro train collisions.
However, we are often unaware of their
daity heroism on the scene of personal
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injuries, car accidents, house fires, and
medical emergencies. The importance of
the roles that first responders play in our
community was illustrated on Sunday
during the 9:00 am service when a member
of our All Saints family fell ill. Imnmediately,
several  first  responders in  our
congregation offered to render aid; and
within a few minutes, first responders from
the Village Police, Montgomery County Fire
Rescue, and BCC Rescue Squad were on the
scene. This event occurred at the time in
the service when Father Ed was planning

(Continued on page 3)




Mailin List for
Full Circle

Do you like having a paper copy of
Full Circle Want to receive it in the

mail as well as online? Let us know!

Please email Alex Huntress-Reeve
at fullcircle@allsaintschurch.com or
call the church office at (301) 654-
2488 to be added to the Full Circle
mailingt A & 4 @

(A Word from the Rector, continued from the cover)

“my life has changed since coming here”;
or, “l simply love being here.” Who could
deny the goodness in that? Others say
they love their Bible class, youth group,
choir, small group, or kitchen team. That's
all very good, too. Yet again, there is an
illusion.

The “church” is truly the Body of Christ.
It is Jesus embodied in His people. Some
though, think of the church as an
institution, building, or organization. Here
is the crux. There is a major difference
between a church lover and a Jesus lover.
Loving our church can actually be a form of
idolatry, if there is not an overarching love
of Jesus Himself. Loving church more than
or instead of Jesus can bring a sense of
false security. The church, or one’s family,
vocation, civic work, or any other value of
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our world, can often be disguised or
substituted as an ultimately satisfying tonic
or means of fulfillment. Even earthly life
itself can be lifted as an ultimate end. Yet,
without Jesus, all these things are unable
to bring satisfaction to our souls and lives
and prove to be deceptions, mistakes,
mirages, and illusions. Jesus said,

"You cannot be my disciple, unless
you love me more than you love
your father and mother, your wife
and children, and your brothers
and sisters. You cannot come with
me unless you love me more than
you love your own life."

-Luke 14:26 CEV

This is all well known to me because, like
everyone, | once made the error of thinking
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